
 

 

70 
 

North Cornwall Township 

Supervisors General Meeting 

Minutes for November 13, 2012 
 
Call to Order: 
 

The November 13, 2012 meeting of the North Cornwall Township Board of Supervisors was called to order by Mr. 
Kelly at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  The meeting was held at the North Cornwall Township 
Office, 320 S. 18th Street, Lebanon, PA  17042. 
 
In attendance were Kip Kelly, Chairman, Ammon Peiffer, Jr., Vice-chairman and Samuel Abram, Jr., Member, 
Robin L. Getz, Township Manager, David DiDonna, Solicitor and Jim Caldwell from Rettew Assoc.  Also in 
attendance representing the Township were Tom Long, Public Works Director and Chief Todd Hirsch, North 
Cornwall Township Police Department. 
 
Others in attendance per the attached sign-in sheet. 
 

Announcement of Personnel/Executive Sessions: 
 

-None other than what was advertised. 
 

Public Comment: 
 
Perry Hilbert, Cleona – thinks the township needs to do a better job of keeping the public informed.  He noted that 
the building was closed because of Hurricane Sandy but the public wasn’t properly notified that the meeting for that 
evening was cancelled.  If we went to the trouble of including in our message that the office was closed due to the 
storm we should have included the meeting cancellation as well. 

 
Tom Davis – informed the board that there was a very important meeting related to the reassessment to be held at 
the reassessment office at 1:30PM on November 16.  He strongly suggested that everyone attend. 
 

Approval of Minutes: 
 

The minutes of the October 2, 2012 regular Board meeting, the October 2, 2012 budget worksession, the October 16, 
2012 budget worksession and the October 16, 2012 special meeting were brought to the floor for discussion.  Mr. 
Abram requested that a modification be made to the October 2, 2012 regular Board meeting minutes.  
 

Mr. Kelly made motion to approve the October 2, 2012 regular Board minutes with the modification as 
requested.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
 
Mr. Kelly made motion to approve the October 16, 2012 budget worksession minutes.  Mr. Peiffer 
seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
 
Mr. Kelly made motion to approve the October 2, 2012 budget worksession minutes.  Mr. Peiffer seconded 
the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
 
Mr. Kelly made motion to approve the October 16, 2012 special meeting minutes.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the 
motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: 
 
The Board reviewed expenditures totaling $377,470.17 and receipts totaling $443,181.56.  Following review of 
expenditures and receipts, the grand total of all funds was reported to be $2,332,555.99. 
 

Mr. Peiffer made motion to approve the Treasurer’s report and pay bills as presented and to file the report 
subject to audit.  Mr. Abram seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
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It was noted that Springwood was in attendance to request votes on their plan and waiver requests as outlined at the 
last meeting.  Charles Courtney reviewed the ten waiver requests made in his correspondence dated October 2, 2012 
to be attached as part of these minutes.   Each reviewed individually along with the review letter issued by Rettew 
and dated September 26, 2012.  Vote on modification were as follows: 
 

Mr. Kelly moved to approve modification 1 without condition.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  Vote was 
unanimous. 
 
Mr. Kelly made motion to approve modification 2 with additional conditions stating that the stormwater 
detention basin will be recreated as a natural feature, a split rail wooden fence protected with small gauge 
wire fencing along the northerly, eastern and western sides of the basin, an echo organic shape be created 
and shall include a softscape plan and water quality plan all to be reviewed and approved by the Township 
engineer.  Mr. Abram seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
 
Modification 3 was previously granted. 
 
Mr. Kelly moved to approve modification 4 without condition.  Mr. Abram seconded the motion.  Vote was 
unanimous. 
 
Mr. Kelly moved to approve modification 5.  Mr. Abram seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
 
Mr. Kelly moved to approve modification 6.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
 
Mr. Kelly moved to approve modification 7.  Mr. Abram seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
 
Mr. Kelly moved to approve modification 8.  Mr. Abram seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
 
Mr. Kelly moved to approve modification 9.  Mr. Abram seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 

 
It was stated that the clear sight triangle issues would be required to be met.  Further Donna Deerin noted that in 
addition to what was provided three flag poles would also be included in the design.  These items were contained in 
the motion. 
 

Mr. Kelly moved to approve modification 10.  Mr. Abram seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
 
The final item for consideration was the plan itself for phase I and IA. 
 

Mr. Kelly made motion to approve the preliminary/final plan for Phase I and IA based that the plans will be 
revised to include all modifications as outlined this evening and that all conditions of the review letter 
issued by Rettew’s final report dated September 26, 2012 will be met.  Mr. Abram. seconded the motion.  
Vote was unanimous. 
 

Chief of Police: 
 
-PLCB Grant – Chief Hirsch corrected the grant title to BUPA as he had provided the incorrect acronym for the 
agenda.  He reported that the department received a $1,000.00 grant for the Buckle Up in PA campaign.  Details are 
being scheduled accordingly 
 
-Parking Issue to be discussed – Chief Hirsch noted that there are continual parking issues along 18th Street which 
were especially challenging on Election Day.  It had been discussed at staff level meeting and he would request that 
in order to create a safer condition, parking on the East side of the street from the dead-end north to Chestnut Street 
should be considered.  There was some discussion at this time. 
 

Mr. Kelly made motion to have the Manager work with Mr. Long and Chief Hirsch to have the ordinance 
adjusted to reflect this parking restriction.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 

 
Chief Hirsch gave the monthly summary reports for October. 
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Public Works Director: 
 

-Update-Hurricane Sandy – Mr. Long reported that the collection site was opened to residents free of charge to drop 
off debris, however a visual survey of the Township did not justify having a township wide curb side collection 
especially since the trucks were outfitted for leaf collection. 
 
-Bridge Repair Quotes – Mr. Long reported that bids were received from Bruce Kreider for repair work to the Royal 
Road and Oak Street (at Country Club) bridges.  Following review they appeared to address cosmetic issues but not 
necessarily structural issues.  These two structures will need further review and recommendation in the future. 
 
-PIB Loan – Following discussion with the manager and in view that the interest rate is currently at 1.625%, Mr. 
Long will put a plan together for review and consideration at the next meeting.  It was noted that the first time we 
instituted this debt service it was necessary, however we are now in a position to look at getting more roads done at 
a much lower rate overall. 
 
-Update-Snitz Park Work – Mr. Long reported that dead plantings were replaced and 4 educational panels provided 
by the US Fish and Game was installed at the park.  Ms. Getz also informed the board that Thomas Walters would 
be receiving his Eagle Scout designation in part because of his role with this park on Sunday, November 18. 
 
Mr. Long also reported that PennDot informed him the Mill Street bridges should be opened the week of 
Thanksgiving. 
 

Sewer Report: 
 

-None 
 

Planning Commission Report: 
 

Bob Gearhart was in attendance and reported on the Commission’s review of the Stormwater ordinance in which the 
state is mandated identifying point discharge.  Also that we should be Act 167 compliant, formulate plans to institute 
BMP with examples provided of alternative facilities.  The Planning Commission recommends the draft be available 
for review and also to set a joint meeting. 
 

Mr. Kelly made motion to post the draft on the website and make it available for public review and further 
to schedule a joint meeting to be held January 30th, 2013 beginning at 6:00PM.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the 
motion.  Vote was unanimous. 

 
Mr. Gearhart announced that the joint meeting to review the Regional Comp Plan was held.  He noted that Cornwall 
and South Lebanon did not have a quorum and would be meeting separately.  At this point this Planning 
Commission was in support of the regional comp plan as presented. 
 
Mr. Gearhart announced that the Planning Commission will again begin working on updating the township’s SLDO 
which is better than 50% inclusive of updates.  They will be looking to move some items from the zoning ordinance 
to the SLDO and also to concentrate on how to work through the MS-4 identified individual facilities.   
 
He also announced the next meeting which will be held Wednesday, November 28, 2012 at 7:00PM. 
 

Fire Chief/Representative 
 

Their meeting was also held this evening and a report can be expected at a later date. 
 

Recreation Board: 
 

-None (No meeting due to lack of quorum.) 
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Manager’s Report: 

 
-Information concerning newly formed committees – Ms. Getz reported that there were two committees formed, one 
being a Safety Committee and the other a Wellness Committee.  Both have been tasked with creating policy and 
making beneficial recommendations to meet and exceed their committee goals.  In both cases it is anticipated that 
their efforts will result in premium reductions in the future. 
 
-Acknowledge Emergency Declaration (action to confirm) – Ms. Getz reported that as a result of Hurricane Sandy 
and in order to qualify for any recovery funding that may be necessary as a result, an emergency declaration was 
instituted.  The board is now requested to ratify that action officially. 
 

Mr. Kelly moved to ratify the declaration.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
 
Mr. Kelly, Mr. Abram, Chief Hirsch and Ms. Getz commented on the planning of this emergency and how much 
smoother the process was and that the fire company was an integral component of this process.  It was noted that the 
preparedness was due to the freshness of the 2011 flooding.  The board gave all involved their thanks on a job well 
done. 
 
-Resident expressed interest in serving as a ZHB alternate – Ms. Getz presented all requested information for the 
appointment of James Eirich to serve as an alternate on the ZHB and that if the board was inclined to approve this 
appointment the necessary resolution would be prepared for signing. 
 

 Ms. Getz announced the next set of featured Businesses of the Week (4) by order of draw 
 
1. Snitz Creek Cabinet Shop 
2. Cedar Lanes 
3. Ditzler Family Dentistry 
4. Blue Marble Travel Agency 

 
New Business: 

 
-Action-ZHB Alternate 
 

Mr. Kelly made motion to appoint Mr. Eirich, by Resolution (number to be provided), as an alternate to the 
Zoning Hearing Board. Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 

 
The appropriate resolution will be prepared for signing by the chairman 
 
-Action-HVAC Units – It was reported that the bids were opened and reviewed and all are now in order.   
 

Mr. Kelly made motion to accept the bid received from Thermotech in the total amount of $17,947.00.  Mr. 
Abram seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 

 
The manager noted that the competitive bidding resulted in the bid coming in well under the budgeted replacement 
costs, which is a pleasant surprise. 
 
-Action-Consider as 1st reading, Advertise and make available for public review the proposed 2013 Budget – Mr. 
Kelly reviewed the highlights of the proposed budget that were a result of five work sessions held by the board.  The 
highlight was that no tax increase is projected nor any increases to the sewer rates. 
 

Mr. Kelly made motion to accept the first reading of the budget and to advertise and post on the website for 
public review with the intent to adopt at the December 4th meeting.  Mr. Abram seconded the motion.  Vote 
was unanimous. 
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Mr. Gearhart inquired if there is any consideration by the board to look at DCNR Grants to help implement the 
recommended improvements listed in the Regional Comp Plan.  Ms. Getz informed those in attendance that she had 
just spent the day at the annual PSATS committee meetings in Enola and one of the items they stressed was that the 
revenue stream for grants is very limited and extremely competitive and municipalities should not look at securing 
too much grant funding moving forward. 
 
-Action-Advertise Stormwater Ordinance – No action will be taken until after the joint meeting has been held. 
 

Old Business: 
 
- Action-Release/Reduction Letter of Credit for Creekside – Mr. Caldwell advised that the new management still has 
not provided the required information to conclude this project. 
 
-Action-Release/Reduction Letter of Credit for Shadow Creek – Mr. Caldwell advised the street damage bond is 
now ready for release and made that recommendation. 
 

Mr. Kelly moved to release the Letter of Credit for Shadow Creek as recommended.  Mr. Abram seconded 
the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 

 
Plan Briefings: 
 

-None 
 

Engineer’s Report: 
 

-Any updates not previously discussed – Mr. Caldwell advised that he will be looking to schedule another meeting 
in 2013 to again continue working through the MS-4 requirements that the Township is now responsible for. 
 

Solicitor’s Report: 
 
-Any open items or updates – Mr. DiDonna requested an executive session to update the board on a litigation item.  
He also reported that a complaint has been officially filed in the Steckbeck –vs. - Heister matter. 
 

Supervisor’s Report: 
 
Mr. Kelly reported that he has been pleased with all of the activity at the Snitz Creek Park.  He had attended the final 
DCNR walk through inspection which was favorable.  Following inquiries from the public he again wondered if the 
Ordinance should be modified to allow dogs on park trails.  There was much discussion.  Mr. Kelly requested a 
survey be organized to see what the public wished to see.  If dogs should be restricted to within 6’ of the actual trail, 
if a clean up receptacles should be provided and what the consensus of the residents is as a whole. 
 

Standing Reports: 
 

The Zoning Officer’s reported was posted on our website. 
 

Adjournment:   
 

Mr. Kelly moved to adjourn at 8:57PM.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous.  The Board 
immediately convened into executive session as previously stated. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Robin L. Getz 
Secretary 
 
slw 
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